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Message

from the President

The year 2024 marks a time of reflection and renewed ambition for the Centre for Injury Prevention and
Research, Bangladesh (CIPRB) since we have been continuing our two decades journey as a Centre
of Excellence in Injury Prevention Research.

As President of the Board of Trustees, | am pleased to witness the CIPRB’s sustained enormous
contributions to addressing a wide range of public health challenges beyond injury prevention, including
non-communicable and communicable diseases, mental health, early childhood development, and
reproductive and child health in line with international standards.

Throughout this year, CIPRB has worked closely with the government, development partners,
practitioners, and communities at large to strengthen health systems—making them more responsive,
inclusive, and resilient with our innovative, and evidence-based research.

The Board of Trustees remains committed to further advancing CIPRB’s vision by ensuring strong
governance, strategic direction, and a culture of innovation and quality assurance. We sincerely
appreciate the continued support of our partners, stakeholders, and communities, whose collaboration
has been vital in achieving meaningful milestones in public health research and injury prevention.

Regards,

Dr. Mohammed Mazharul Hoque



Message

from the
Executive Director

In 2024, we at the Centre for Injury Prevention and Research, Bangladesh (CIPRB), remained
focused on the public health priorities of Bangladesh. In collaboration with our government
counterparts and development partners, it was our honor to drive high-impact research and
evidence-based interventions in strengthening health systems, road traffic injury prevention,
reproductive and child health, and drowning prevention.

Considering crucial public health concerns over road injuries, CIPRB was engaged in drafting road
safety legislation, digitalization, and linking the data of the hospital and police station in Chattogram.
In collaboration with the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, conducting the National Poisoning
Survey 2024 was one of our noteworthy accomplishments this year. It will support policymakers in
taking practical measures following evidence on major sources, health-seeking behaviors, and the
economic burden of poisoning, etc.

It was our pride that in 2024, CIPRB obtained a milestone in mainstreaming child safety and
drowning prevention initiatives in Bangladesh. Aligning with our drowning prevention model,

the government of Bangladesh scaled up drowning prevention interventions, which marked the
sustainability of our approach. Bangladesh Shishu Academy (BSA) under the Ministry of Women
and Children Affairs (MOWCA) officially took over CIPRB’s 3,000 functional CreCHeS centres,
having 57,500 children, while operating 8,000 centres nationwide. We ensured technical leadership
and capacity-building support to the government’s ‘Integrated Community-Based Center for Child
Care, Protection and Swim-Safe Facilities (ICBC) Project’, which supported 360,000 children in
learning survival swimming skills, bringing significant impact within the community. In addition, our
community-led childcare centres ‘Anchal’ protected thousands of children under five from drowning.

The social impact of obstetric fistula goes far beyond the physical condition—it deeply affects a
woman’s life, identity, and place in society. Considering the health burden of this neglected health
care issue, we gracefully treated and rehabilitated the marginalized women from tea gardens and
haor areas of Sylhet division who were suffering from fistula for years.

On behalf of the CIPRB team, | am sharing my gratitude to the government agencies, development
partners, our Board of Trustees, community people, and other stakeholders for your significant
contributions. Let us work together in advancing CIPRB’s journey in serving vulnerable communities

and strengthening the health systems with scientific evidence.

Warm regards,
Prof. Dr. AKM Fazlur Rahman



Highlights 2024

Throughout 2024, the Centre for Injury Prevention and Research, Bangladesh (CIPRB) focused

on high-impact research and large-scale programme implementation. Its work targeted key public
health priorities in Bangladesh, including health systems strengthening, road traffic injury prevention,
reproductive and child health, and international drowning prevention.

Road Safety

642,000+ vehicles monitored to assess helmet use,
seat-belt compliance, and speeding to generate critical evidence for
urban road safety interventions in Dhaka and Chattogram

o.o National Poisoning Survey 2024

66,000"‘ individuals reached to understand health-

seeking behaviors and the economic burden

Sexual and Reproductive Health

57 patients received surgical treatment for fistula
in four districts of Sylhet division

9,000 WOIMeEeN and adolescent girls received sexual and
reproductive health services in cyclone Remal-affected 3 districts

i.e., Patuakhali, Bagerhat, and Sathkhira




Highlights 2024

Drowning Prevention

aAY 74,000 Children received supervision and early childhood

development services in 2,815 childcare centres within community

14,079 children iearmed survival swimming skills through direct
interventions
by

e

-~ —
345,921 children iearmed survival swimming skills through

technical supports

E 143 tourists rescued from drowning in the beach of Cox’s Bazar

,/
@’ 688,500 people (approximately) including tourists, communty

members recived water safety messages




Retrospective Assessment of Road Traffic
Deaths and Injuries

In 2024, CIPRB conducted a retrospective
assessment at Chattogram Medical College
Hospital (CMCH), one of the country's busiest
tertiary care facilities, for an in-depth understanding
of the actual burden of road traffic injuries and
fatalities in Bangladesh. The study analyzed annual
records of road traffic deaths and serious injuries
at the hospital, as well as linked these records with
corresponding fatality data from the Chattogram
Metropolitan Police (CMP). This initiative was
designed to bridge critical gaps in data collection by
developing a unified and digitalized database that
accurately reflects the scale of road traffic incidents
in urban areas of the country.

Achievements

Digitized and linked one year of
fatality records from hospitals and
police in Chattogram metropolitan
area

Developed a comprehensive dataset
that will support evidence-based
policy decisions



Strengthening Road Crash Data
Management System

Workshop with Stakeholders for Stres ot}
Road Crash Data Man; ‘

igement System in Ba

) ) The workshop facilitated dialogue on:
In November 2024, Non-Communicable Disease

Control Program (NCDC) under the DGHS - Integrating data across institutions
organized a two-day workshop to address critical
challenges in Bangladesh’s road crash data

management system. - Enhancing transparency and

CIPRB with technical support from World *Accountability in road safety monitoring.
Health Organization (WHO) coordinated the

workshop, which brought together more than 70

representatives from key government and non-

government stakeholders. These included the

Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA),

Bangladesh Poalice, DGHS, academic institutions,

civil society organizations, and experts from

WHO Headquarters and the South-East Asia

Regional Office.

Standardizing reporting practices,

= Poisoning

National Poisoning Survey

In 2024, CIPRB conducted the National Poisoning Survey (NPS) in 64 districts with technical support
from Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) and Chittagong Medical College. The cross-sectional
study reached 66,092 individuals from 16,541 households to gain a comprehensive understanding
of poisoning patterns, motives, substances involved, health-seeking behaviors, outcomes, and the
economic burden associated with poisoning incidents across Bangladesh.
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Figure 1: Percentage of poisonous substances for causing acute poisoning
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Figure 2: Place of health Care seeking in Poisoning Cases
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-« Drowning Prevention

Sonamoni (Golden Pearl)

“Sonamoni” an implementation research project works to prevent drowning for under 2-year aged
children in rural areas with financial support from the National Institute for Health and Care Research
(NIHR), UK. The project is implementing in two upazilas of Sherpur and Patuakhali districts. For
implementation, Bournemouth University (UK), coordinates the project in collaboration with University
of the West of England, University of Southampton, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) and
Design without Borders (DwB) Africa.

In 2024, Sonamoni project:

* Qualitative data collected from 12 of the most
drowning-prone villages of Kalapara and Sherpur
Sadar to explore the daily household chores
activities and supervision practices of caregivers
with their young toddlers

» Aligning with NIHR guidance, a National Advisory
Group (NAG) was formed consisting of public
health experts and influential policymakers i.e.,
DGHS, MOWCA, UNICEF, WHO etc. to guide the
drowning prevention interventions.

Assessing Acceptability and Feasibility
of using Menstrual Cups for Community
Swimming Instructors

Under the SwimSafe intervention of Bhasa Project, CIPRB conducted a study to determine the current
Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM) practices of female Community Swimming Instructors (CSls)
and their willingness to use menstrual cups. The study carried out in Patuakhali (Kalapara) and
Barguna (Taltali & Betagi) districts from January
2023 to January 2024.

, , , , Key Findings
In SwimSafe intervention, female Community
Swimming Instructors (CSl), faced obstacles to

teach swimming during their menstruation. For the Among 70 active CSls

study, 81 female CSls received training on MHM,

menstrual cups, sterilization containers, and user - 94% used cups during swimming
guidelines. Among the trained CSls 70 remained instruction

active throughout the swimming season.

. 98°/o intended to continue the use

- 100% recommended menstrual cups
to others
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